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Happy Interview, Ge. e. 


4 GOR is now fome Time, ſince my tae 


8 1 8 Kinſman, formerly in great Repu- 

Kb tation, and much Zalked of among 
the Dealers in Pamphlets and other periodi- 
cal Papers, diſuppeared; to my inexpreſſible 
Sorrow, and the no ſmall Regret of all our 
common Friends and Acquaintance. ; 

AFTER waiting ſeveral Weeks with great 
Impatience for his Return, I reſolved to have 
Recourſe to all the maſt noted Places of pub- 
lic Reſort, in and about this populous City; 


hoping either, by ſome lucky Chance, to get 


a Sight of him, or, at leaſt ſome Intelli- 
gence where he might be heard of; hot all 
yet (alas!) in vain. 

I Knew, he had always been a anni 
and zealous Frequenter of the Church; and 
eſpecially of St. Paul's Cathedral, on thoſe 
Days which were ſet apart, as Hollidays, in 
Commemoration of ſome extraordinary 
Event, peculiar to this Nation. Accordingly, 
85 | B I 
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I did not fail to go there, on the Fifth of 
November: And as my Thoughts were full of 
my abſent Friend ; 1 muſt confeſs, I was not 
ſo Intent upon the Solemnity of the Service, as 
induſtrious to obſerve every one I ſaw there 

with any Reſemblance of him I was in queſt of. 

WIIIsT I was thus employed, attentively 
viewing everyone that paſſed, after the Service 
was ended, a plain, old, venerable Gentleman 
civilly accoſted me; and after a modeſt Apo- 
logy for (what he called) his impertinent Cu- | 
r19/ity, made me a genteel Offer of his beſt Ser- 
vice, to accompany me in the Search of the 
Perſon whom (he faid) I ſeemed to look for. 

THis, with the obliging Manner of his Ad- 
dreſs, engaged me inſtantly to withdraw 
with him, apart from the Crowd: And, when 
we were retired to a proper Diſtance, I frankly 
told him, how long I had been in vain ſeeking 
for my good Friend Cour SENnsE; and was 
proceeding to give him ſuch a Deſcription of 
his Perſon and Habits, as I thought he was 
moſt likely to be known by. 

SIR, (faid he, with a pleafing Smile,) you 

may ſpare all the reſt. The Name alone 5 
is ſufficient. Your worthy Friend, Common 1 
SENSE and I are intimately acquainted, I it 
am no Stranger to the Time of his Abſence 


from | 


[5] 


from his former Reſidence ; nor to the Occa- 


fron of his withdrawing. He is one of the 
few ſeleft Ones, with whom I take moſt de- 


light to aſſociate: And, tho I am here ; at 
preſent Incog. I ſhall make no Scruple, to 
reveal myſelf to a Man of ſuch a plain ho- 
neſt Heart as yourſelf, and to introduce you, 
by and by, among the reſt of my Friends. 

You ſeem ſurprized ! But that will ceaſe, 
when I tell you, that I know you, as well as 
him : And, it will be proper, before you ſee 
him, for me to give you a ſhort Narrative of the 
true Reaſons of his diſappearing ſo ſuddenly. 

You muſt know then, that my Name is 
TRxuTH ; of whom you have heard much 
Talk, tho' I am ſeldom diſtinguiſhed in Pub- 
lic, among the many, who pretend to be, 
but are not, my Aſſociates. 

One Morning, as I was taking my 
Rounds, according to my daily Cuſtom, to 
view the Foibles of the great World, I faw 
a Number of People, of both Sexes, dreſſed 
Aamode, and haſtening to their Pariſh-church, 
to a WEDDING, The Office was performed 
with due Solemnity. But when the Mini- 
ſter called the new married Couple to /ign 
the Regiſter, the Bridegroom objected againſt 
his Wife's ſubſcribing her Maipen Nas ; 
yp. | ſince 
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fince ſhe was now ns Wire, and conſe- 


quenfly could have 10 other Surname but his. 


After much Altercation about what they 
called the new Act of Parliament, the Bride- 
groom conſented, tho' much againſt his 
Will, to that Nonſenſe (as he called it) for 
fear leſt their Marriage ſhould be adjudged 
illegal and null! This ſurprized our Friend 
Common SENSE ; who thereupen abſolutely 


tefuſed, when he was deſired, to ſubſcribe it 


as a Witneſs: And, as I perceived him to 
withdraw in ſome Diſdain, I put myſelf in 
his Way (as I did now in yours) and gave 
him an Opportunity to vent the Indignation 
which I perceived riſing in his Breaſt. « What 
*(fays he) can be the Meaning of this? Has 
© not the Law, both of God and Man, 
© given her a new Name; and muſt ſhe now 
© ſubſcribe by a Name to which ſhe has no 
© more right. than T have ? Is the folemn Of- 
tice of Matrimony to be made a Farce? 


And may not this tempt other ſenſible People 


to couple together upon (what they call 
© Honour) without committing ſuch a glaring 
* Abſurdity ? For my Part, (ſays he, if I was 
© to marry; my Wife, after the nuptial Bene- 
diction, ſhould ſign the Book by my Name, 


£< or not at all: And let them anſwer to God, 


© who 
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© who ſhould preſume to pronounce it illegal 
and null ! Beſides, (continued he) as to what 
is threatened, of parting them, for ſuch a 
© novel Conceit ; after God's Miniſter, pro- 
* perly by him authorized, hath ſolemnly ra- 
* tified their Marriage, and pronounced that 
© they be Man and Wife together, in the Name 
© of the bleſſed Trinity; xo MAN (and conſe- 
« quently neither Pope, Prince, nor Parlia- 
* ment) can juſtify any Attempt (except in 
© the expreſs Cafe of Adultery) to PUT 
© THEM ASUNDER!* To this I made no An- 
ſwer at that Time, (nor indeed would Com- _ 
MON SENSE admit of any :) But I made no 
doubt of another Opportunity, e'er long, to 
diſcourſe with him again at large, and to N 
confirm him in all his juſt Sentiments. 
OvR next Meeting was here, in St. Paul s, 
on the Second of September, the Day now 
kept in Commemoration of the FIRE of . 
Lonpon in 1666. He had placed himſelf 

among the devout Obſervers of the Solemnity: 
and though my being there was only (as uſual} 
to make my Remarks, in order to the ſetting 
right whatever ſhould be found amiſs; 1 


took Care to let him ſee me, as he came out. 
after the Office was all over. No ſooner did © 


he ſet Eyes on me, but he made his Way 
through  - 


1 
through the Crowd, and retired with me to the 
very Place where we are now. I told him, 


I had obſerved with what devout Attention 


he had bore his Part in the Solemnity ; and 
yet was ſorry, that the ſolemn Addreſſes toGop 


were now miſapplied to a wrong Day : for, 
(faid I) © Tis ſtrange, that CoMMoN-SENSsE 
* ſhould not reflect upon the notorious Ab- 
* ſurdity of addreſſing our Prayers to God, 
© in folemn Commemoration of an Event, 
as happening on Tris Day ; whereas the 
proper Anni ver ſary, appointed by Authority, 
« is yet to come eleven Days hence, and will then 
© be paſſed over here without any Notice.” | 

Tris ſhort Hint was ſufficient for him, to 


recollect, how abſurd it is, to celebrate this, 
and the other tbree Anniverſaries of the MaR- 


 TYRDoM, the REsToRAT1oN, and the GuN- 


POWDER TREASON (which are all four So- 
lemnities peculiar to this Nation) on the No- 
minal Days, inſtead of the Real ones; and the 
more ſo, becauſe none elſe are thus miſplaced, 
in Compliance with the New Style uſed in 
foreign Countries, which have no Concern 
with thoſe of our four anniverſary Solemni- 
ties! And, after a little more Recollection, 
he, catching hold of my Hands and eagerly 
preſſing it to his Lips, cried out, as in a 

Rap- 
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Rapture of Joy, O Taurn! how great 
art thou! and how haſt thou prevailed over 
my Forgetfulneſs, even of MY OWN 
© Name? how happy am I in the Improve- 
© ment I have already made in your Ac- 
© quaintance! Go on: and may the Light 
© of your Doctrines have the like Influence 
upon all the Darkneſs with which our fim- 
© ple. Heads have been ſo long encompaſſed; 
that we may all come to the Knowledge 
of the TRUTH, and learn to diſtinguiſh zee 
from thoſe vain Phantoms which every where 
affect to appear in your Reſemblance ! How 
groily have we been impoſed upon by our 
© new-ſaſhioned Almanacs and Calendars ! 
inſomuch, that not the Vulgar only, but 
© even thoſe of bigber Rank (by whoſe Ex- 
* ample the unthinking Multitude are apt to 
© be led, as it were, blindfold) proceed for- 
* mally, in the fame Slundering Way, with _- 
their Eyes wide open! But now, with this 
© one Ray of Reflection from your Mirror, 
the Folly is made fo manifeſt, that I bluſh 
* to think how unworthy I am of the Name 
* I bear, for not diſcovering it ſooner. It 
was but a Week ago laſt Tuęſday that I was 
here, to join with the Congregation in the 
Service of the Church, appointed for the 


[ x0 ] 
© Feſtival of St. Bartholomew, being the 24th 
of Auguſt : and that indeed might, accord- 
© ing to the Variation of the Style, be the 
© proper Day, for ought I yet know; conſi- 
« dering how many Ages have paſted ſince 
© thoſe Saints Days were at firſt inſtituted. 
But, ſure I am, his, though it may be now 


* © reckoned the Second of September by the 


Neu Style, cannot poſſibly be the proper 
* Anniverſary of the Fire of London: For, 
* fince that dreadful Calamity in 1666, 
© (which is hardly yet out of the Memory 
© of ſome Men living) there are till remain- 
© ing eleven Days to complete the goth Year ; 
© ſo that our ſolemn Addreſſes to God, for 
the Pardon of our Sins, and preventing the 
like Judgments upon us and our Poſterity 
* for the future, cannot, with any due Re- 
* gard to Religion or Propriety, be offered up 
as an annual Commemoration, before 


© the 13th. But, what makes the Ab- 


* furdity ſtill more glaring and ridiculous, is, 
that To-morrow we are to ſee the Magi- 
* ſtrates of this great City, who have been 
* bere this Day, marching to Smithfield in the 
© like Formality, there to proclaim the Fair, 
as uſual, on the Eve of St. Bartholomew ] 
Thus it is wiſely contrived, by the Refor- 

1 | © mers 
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' + FeasT of St. Bartholomew ten Days before 
© the Eve of it. | 

& Trrsr Remarks of COMMoN-SENSE were 
juſt, that I could not but affent to them; 
all Kind of Diſſimulation being utterly ab- 
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[ 111 
© mers and Correctors of our Style, that the 
« 2d of September comes now as of Courſe, 


' « the Day before the 23d of Auguſt, and the 


rrent to my very Name and Nature: And 
knew, the like Impropriety of the now 


flemnizing this new 5th of November, as 
well as the 3oth of Jandary and 2gth of 


May, would not eſcape his Cenſure, for the 
ſame Reaſon, But I told him, thoſe who 
at preſent complied with the Alterations on 
thoſe particular Days, ſeemed to think it 
better to obſerve the reſpective Solemnities 
on the nominal Days, rather than ſuffer the 
ſeveral Occaſions thereof to drop into Obli- 
vion, which our more religious Anceſtors au- 
thorized and appointed to be kept in Re- 
membrance to all Poſterity: And that they 
might poſſibly fanſy themſelves excuſable, if 
not juſtified in ſo doing, by the ſuppoſed 
znfallible Power of Parliament; not conſi- 
dering, that ſome Oracles of the Law have 
laid it down as a Maxim, that even an A# 
of Parliament, if made contrary to Reli gion, 
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Morality, right Reaſon, or conimdny Senſe, 
would be 2½% facto, null and void! And, as 
Parliaments conſiſt but of Men, who, as ſuch 
are all liable to Errors and Miſtakes, which 
when diſcovered, are frequently correcte 
and amended: So we might reafonably ho 
when the Wiſdom of the Nation is du 
aſſembled again together, proper Care wy 
be taken to reverſe or explain all, thole A 
or Clauſes, which have given Occaſion to? 
many Objections and Complaints of Blu 
ders, Inconſiſtencies, and palpable Abſurdittes. * 
Id the mean Time I gave him, as I now 
give you, an hearty Invitation, to accompany 
me to my humble and- obſcure Cell; where 
Common Sense and PLAIxX HonesTy ſhall 
always find a chearful Welcome, among the 
other ſelect Aſſociates of TruT u, and every 
Thing conducted decenciy, and according” 10 
Order. 6 Y _ 
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